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Make Yourself Understood Anywhere in the World



Languages of the world

• 6,912 Living Languages
• 34,000 Dialects



Afghanistan

• Limits effectiveness of current Pointee-Talkies

• 22 Languages

• 20% literacy



Philippines
• Ongoing U.S.

involvement
• 7 major language

families
• 171 language dialects

• 80% literacy



Indonesia
• 12 major

language
families

• 737 language
dialects 

• 75% literacy



Beyond DOD RequirementsBeyond DOD Requirements



Visual Language Tools
• Icon based, universal translator
• Clarify understanding even when an
interpreter is available

• Especially important when technical terms
are used (military, medical, law enforcement)

Make Yourself Understood Anywhere in the World



Scenario
Avoid contact with locals
unless absolute necessity.

Isolated person requires:
• Water
• Food

• Shelter

• Assistance



Cultural Smart Cards 
• Global presence
• U.S. personnel working in areas with
little or no cultural knowledge.

• Cultural differences and sensitivities

• Improves chances of mission success.

• Minimizes potential for negative cultural clash.



Icon Development 
• Quality control checks
to ensure understanding

• Avoid any negative
dual meaning

• Take into account
cultural differences
and sensitivities
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