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Active, Layered Defense Concept



Homeland Defense

• The protection of U.S. sovereignty, territory, 
domestic population, and critical defense 
infrastructure against external threats and 
aggression or other threats as directed by the 
President.  The Department of Defense is 
responsible for Homeland Defense.

Source:  Strategy for HD/CS

• Examples of domestic HD missions include:
– Maritime Intercept Operations – Maritime Domain
– Combat Air Patrols – Air Domain
– Land-based defense critical infrastructure protection – Land 

Domain



Defense Support of Civil Authorities

• Often referred to as civil support, is DoD support, 
including Federal military forces, the Department’s 
career civilian and contractor personnel, and DoD 
agency and component assets, for domestic 
emergencies and for designated law enforcement 
and other activities.  DoD proves DSCA when 
directed to do so by the President or Secretary of 
Defense. 

Source:  DoD Strategy for HD/CS

• Examples of DOD Civil Support missions include:
– Consequence management for catastrophes, including CBRNE 

attacks
– Equipment, training, and other materiel support to domestic law 

enforcement



DSCA Evaluating Criteria

• DoD evaluates requests according these criteria and 
may disapprove a request that fails to meet one or 
more of them
– Legality (compliance with laws)
– Lethality (potential use of lethal force by or against DoD Forces)
– Risk (safety of DoD Forces)
– Cost (who pays, impact on DoD budget)
– Appropriateness (whether the requested mission is in the 

interest of the Department to conduct)
– Impact on Readiness (impact on the Department of Defense's 

ability to perform its primary mission)



DoD Interfaces

• National Guard forces
– State Active Duty & Title 32
– Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC)

• DoD Installations
– Mutual aid agreements with surrounding communities

• Immediate Response
– Imminently serious conditions
– Save lives, prevent suffering, mitigate property damage

• Federal Military forces
– When requested by State
– When directed by the President


